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Chapter 1
Something is Lurking Beneath the Surface

It was another beautiful day in Majestic
Harbor and Scuba Jack had been out on
the water practicing his dolphin surfing
since the early hours of the day.
Scuba Jack had an amazing way with
animals and creatures of all shapes and
sizes, most especially sea creatures. They
loved to hang out with him, play with him
and help him.

Even the seals were eager to help keep the
dock in front of Scuba Jack’s house spic
and span. But all was not as peaceful as it
seemed......

Something was lurking below the surface of Majestic Harbor’s tranquil
waters.

After breakfast, Professor Galaxy and Paco decided to take a walk along the
dock to look for nesting egrets. Paco just loved egrets. He thought they were
so beautiful!
“Professor Galaxy,” said Paco, “do you think I will find my love today? If we
find her I will give her flowers and chocolates and kiss her beautiful beak!”
“I don’t know, Paco,” said Professor Galaxy. “I hope so. We can’t keep eating
all that chocolate you keep buying! Hey, who’s that?” Professor Galaxy asked
Paco when they came upon a salty old sea captain who was staring out at the
ocean.
“Red sky at night, sailor’s delight. Red sky in the morning, sailors take warning,”
grumbles the old captain.
“Were you talking to us?” asked Professor Galaxy.
“I be talking to no one in particular, ye swab!”
“Well, okay then! Come on, Paco,” said Professor Galaxy.

“Gee,” said Professor Galaxy, that’s a really unusual cane. I’ve never seen
one like it. Where did you find it?”
“The love of me life gave it to me. She made it with her own hands so that I
would never forget her. I wait here every morning hoping Old Poseidon will
allow her to return to me,” said the old captain as he wiped a tear from his
cheek.
Professor Galaxy, clearly getting uncomfortable, said “Okay. Well it was nice
talking to you. We, uh, we have to go. Right, Paco?”
“Sí! Adios, Captain Loco Pants.”
The captain whipped around and tapped his cane on Paco’s beak. “It’s Captain
Falhurst to you! Listen to me good! STAY OUT OF THE WATER! There’s
trouble a-brewing under the surface.”

Chapter 2
What Kind of Fish Was That?

With all of his chores for the day done, Scuba Jack was relaxing at the end of his
dock, dangling his flippers in the water. A Seagull stopped by to deliver Scuba
Jack’s mail to him.
“Hey, thanks! Have a great day!” said Scuba Jack.
The Seagull squawked at Scuba Jack and flew off to pick up the mail for his next
delivery.

“What a day!” said Scuba Jack. He sat back to relax and was squirted in the eye
by a stream of water coming from down near his flippers. He looked down to see
his little fish friends, Lili, Zip and Captain Nibbles.
Captain Nibbles got his name because he was always hungry, nibbling on
everything he saw.
“Scuba Jack,” said Lili, “we’ve been seeing some very strange creatures around
lately. I really, really don’t like them. They’re scary!”
“Yeah!” said Captain Nibbles, “they have red eyes. I tried to nibble on one and it
screamed at me! Not a regular scream like most people give me. I mean a really
terrifying scream that scared the scales off me!”
“Oh?” said Scuba Jack. “I haven’t seen anything unusual. You kids should head
home. It’s lunch time and I’m sure your moms are waiting for you.”
The fish swam away and Scuba Jack shook his head. “Silly kids and their
imaginations. A sea creature with red eyes and a terrifying scream. What
a bunch of kelp nuggets!”

Just then, something at the end of the dock caught Scuba Jack’s eye. He rushed
down to look, but when he got there and peered into the clear, clean water, he
didn’t see anything but a school of fish swimming by.
Scratching his head he looked towards the open sea and noticed a strange fish tail
flick the air just before it sank back under the turquoise water.
“What on earth....”
Scuba Jack reached for a pair of binoculars and peered through them. The water
was calm and flat and there wasn’t a fin or tail in sight.
“I wonder what kind of fish that was. I’ve never seen a tail like that anywhere.”
said Scuba Jack.

A few minutes up the road, Professor Galaxy and Paco were fishing for Paco’s
lunch.
“Professor Galaxy!” exclaimed Paco, “you have a bite! Reel it in! I’m
sooooooooooo hungry!”
“Okay, Paco. Don’t get your feathers all ruffled.”
Professor Galaxy began reeling in the catch of the day, but suddenly the line
snapped. A huge tail slapped the water not far from the dock and then slowly
disappeared into the water.

“What was that?” asked Professor Galaxy.
“I don’t know, but it looked delicious! It would take me a whole day to eat
something that big!”
“I’ve never seen a tail like that, Paco. You definitely shouldn’t try and eat that
fish until we identify it.”
“But......”

Falhurst, the old sea captain, was standing on the beach next to the dock. His
eyes were open wide and he was grinning from ear to ear.
“I’ve seen that creature before!” he said excitedly.

Chapter 3
Sea Demons

“I never thought me old eyes would see
such a thing ever agai!. I’ve waited
and waited, hoping for a glimpse all
these years,” said Falhurst.

Professor Galaxy stared at Falhurst for a
minute, his eyes blinking.
“Ooookayyyy,” he said. “Hey, Paco, let’s
go get some lunch!”
“Oh yes,” said Paco. “I would love a tasty
fish sandwich!”

As Falhurst paced around mumbling to himself, Paco and Professor Galaxy
argued about what they would have for lunch. Suddenly, a strange creature
broke the surface of the water behind them and let out an ear-piercing, spinetingling scream.
The three spun around quickly to see what had made such a terrible sound.

Just as they turned, a group of black sea
creatures zipped past the dock at an
incredible speed.
They had bodies that looked like seals, but
had razor sharp spines on their backs!

Instead of flippers, they had arms and legs.
Their hands and feet were webbed and had
long, dagger-like claws.
The eyes of the creatures glowed a creepy,
fiery red.

“What are they?” asked Paco.
“I know not what they are, my feathered friend,” said Falhurst, “But I can tell ye
one thing. Them creatures came from the darkest depths of the ocean, they did.”
Professor Galaxy danced a little jig. “They must be an undiscovered species! I’m
going to be famous!” cried Professor Galaxy. “The scientific community will love
me again!”
Falhurst and Paco looked at each with an expression of concern on their faces.

“Hold on there, lad,” said Falhurst. “Ye don’t yet know what ye be dealing
with. They look mighty dangerous to me.”
“Yes,” chimed Paco, “they may like eating, gulp, pelicans!”
“In all me years at sea, I never did see a creature like that. I’m telling ye
boys, some things should never be disturbed. Some things should never be
awakened,” said Falhurst.
“But what could have awakened them, Falhurst?” asked Professor Galaxy.

Chapter 4
The Doves of Dodona Are Missing

Old Falhurst was sitting by the water, smoking his pipe and softly humming a
sea shanty to himself while the sun rose.
Just as he got up to take one last walk down the dock, the sweetest voice you’ve
ever heard sang his name.
“Falhurst.”
Falhurst knew that voice! He’d been waiting for years to hear it just one more
time!
“Ardith!” cried Falhurst. He looked down into the water at the end of the dock
and saw a beautiful mermaid.

“Yes, Falhurst, it’s me,” said the mermaid, Ardith.
“I’ve been waiting for ye, day in and day out! Oh how I’ve longed to see ye
just one more time,” said Falhurst.
“And I have seen you each of those days, my love. But there is not time for
that now. I must talk with you, and you must listen very carefully.”

Ardith began her tale. “The Doves of Dodona are missing. They vanished from
the holy oak, the first plant ever grown, and the first to supply men with food.
The Doves are three elderly priestesses who can predict the future for Zeus.”

ZEUS

HADES

POSEIDON

“Zeus, Hades and Poseidon are arguing about who took the Doves. Zeus
and Poseidon believe it was Hades, but he is denying that he was involved.
If the Doves are not returned, there is no telling what could happen!
Earthquakes, tornados, hurricanes and tsunamis are just the beginning of
the terrible things they could do.”
“Why did Hades take them?” asked Falhurst.
“For two reasons,” answered Ardith. “First, to annoy his brothers. Second,
so that they could predict the future for him.”
“I see,” said Falhust.
“You must promise me that you will stay out of the water, my love,” pleaded
Ardith.
“I stay near the water only to see you, Ardith.”
“I am never far from you. The mer people are patrolling the waters and
watching over you. I will be in touch with you as soon as I know more.”

Chapter 5
The Three Brothers of Power

Professor Galaxy and Paco were strolling down the dock. They came across
Falhurst, who was pacing and mumbling to himself.
“Hey, Falhurst. Are you okay?” asked Professor Galaxy.
Falhurst whipped around and grabbed Professor Galaxy by the shoulders.
“Laddy, I know what is happening! I know who is behind those terrible sea
creatures.”
“Really? They don’t eat pelicans, do they?” asked Paco.
Falhurst gave Paco a strange look and continued. “Zeus’ Doves of Dodona
are missing. He and Poseidon think that Hades has taken them.”
“How do you know this, Falhurst?” asked Professor Galaxy.
“My love, Ardith, has returned to me from the sea, and she told me. She said
that if the Oracles aren’t returned, the world will see great destruction from the
war that the three brothers will wage against each other.”

“Can you tell me more about the three brothers of power?” asked Professor Galaxy.
“Aye. During the war with the Titans, the three brothers freed the cyclops and
each received a gift for their kindness” said Falhurst.

“Zeus received the thunderbolt, Poseidon received the trident and Hades received
a helmet of invisibility,” he continued. “ After the Titans were defeated, the three
brothers drew lots to see who would rule the three major realms: the sky, the sea,
and the underworld.”

“Zeus became the ruler of the sky. He lives on top of Mount Olympus. When
he becomes angry he throws lightning bolts from the sky. Zeus is also called
the Rain God and the Cloud Gatherer. He wears an image of an eagle on his
chest and is sometimes represented by a lightning bolt. Zeus can also appear
as a bull with great strength.”

“Hades became the ruler of the Underworld. He is a dark, bearded god who
sits on a huge throne holding a scepter that is topped with a bird. He has a
three-headed dog that guards the gates to the underworld. ”

“Poseidon became the ruler of the seas. He carries a trident and rides in a chariot
pulled by four black stallions. Sailors pray to Poseidon for a safe voyage.”
“Thanks for telling us about the brothers, Falhurst,” said Professor Galaxy. “We
will help in any way we can!”

Chapter 6
There’s a Storm Brewing

The wind was howling and waves were crashing into the already battered shore.
The ocean was angry. Really, really angry.
Falhurst was sitting on the dock waiting for Ardith.
News stations were warning that the storm was going to get even stronger and
were urging people to stay inside and away from the water. They were blaming
the suddenness and strength of the storm on changes that were caused by global
warming.
“Global warming, my salty sea britches!” grumbled Falhurst. “It’s those three
brothers at war!”
Just then, a bolt of lightning shot down from the clouds and lit up the water.
A swarm of the black sea demons swam by with their glowing eyes, screaming
as if they were announcing the start of battle.
Falhurst knew that Ardith and the mer people were nearby protecting humans
from being harmed by the demons and the balance of nature would be
maintained.

Down the road a bit, Scuba Jack was closing up his houseboat in preparation
for the worst part of the storm. He was going to join Professor Galaxy and
Paco for the night. They had plenty of food, so Scuba Jack knew that the three
of them would be fine.
One of his dolphin friends came to give him a ride. Scuba Jack hopped on his back.
The seas were so rough he had trouble keeping his balance.
As he went past the dock, he noticed Falhurst sitting there and called out to him.
“Good evening, Falhurst!” yelled Scuba Jack over the sound of the wind.
“The weather stations are saying this is going to be a bad one. You really
shouldn’t stay here. It’s just not safe. Why not come to Professor Galaxy’s
house with me? He’s got plenty of food!”
“Well. why didn’t you say so? Permission to come aboard?”
“Permission granted,” answered Scuba Jack.
Falhurst hopped onto the back of a second dolphin that had surfaced next to
Scuba Jack and they sped off towards Professor Galaxy’s house.

Chapter 7
Mermaids

Falhurst and Scuba Jack arrived at Professor Galaxy’s house. They found Paco
on his perch at the highest peak of the house. He was watching the waves crash
against the dock while he ate fish from a bucket. He had no intention of flying
anywhere during the storm. Afterall, it had been a terrible storm like this one that
brought him to Majestic Harbor in the first place. He could end up anywhere!
“Permission to come aboard!” called Falhurst.
“Permission granted,” answered Paco. “But I don’t have any fish for you to eat.”
“Yes you do, Paco,” said Scuba Jack. “It’s really not nice to fib.”
“But I am so hungry,” whined Paco. “You never know how long this storm could
last. It could be days before I can go fishing!”

Just then, Professor Galaxy came out of the house to greet Scuba Jack. He
stopped short when he saw Falhurst.
“Hey Professor! Look who I found on my way over,” said Scuba Jack.
Falhurst gave the professor a toothy grin. Professor Galaxy laughed nervously
and said, “Hey, Falhurst.” He then leaned over to Scuba Jack and said, “What
were you thinking? This guy is nuttier than a tree full of acorns!”
“I know he’s a little different,” said Scuba Jack, “but this storm is looking bad.
It was the right thing to do so he wouldn’t get hurt.”

Just then a group of sea demons swam by, screaming loudly. The friends all
looked up in time to see the demons zoom past, followed closely by a group of
mermaids.
Mermaids!
Every mouth on the dock was hanging open. Except Falhurst’s. He knew all
about mermaids.
“Were those....” began Professor Galaxy.
“Mermaids!” finished Falhurst, grinning broadly.

Two mermaids, Ardith and her friend Sahri, stopped and waved to Falhurst.
Sahri was the most beautiful mermaid in the sea, and she was secretly in love
with Scuba Jack. She had been watching him for over a year as he befriended
and cared for the creatures of the sea.
The two mermaids gave a quick wave and sped off to join the other mermaids
who were chasing the demons.

The storm suddenly picked up. The seas were rougher and the winds were
stronger. Professor Galaxy suggested that they all head into his house and down
to his underwater lab. There, they would be able to observe the ocean and the
sea creatures from a safe distance.
In the event of an emergency they could escape the house in the professor’s
submarine. Plus, there was a fridge fully stocked with smelly fish, tasty pickles
and hot dogs. What more could they possibly need?

Chapter 8
The Helmet of Invisibility

Hades had sent his trusted black pelican, Lucrezia, out to spy on his brothers. She
returned and informed him that they were extremely angry and wanted the three
Doves of Dodona back where they belonged.

Hades opened his spell book and began to read out loud.
“Sands of time yet to fall,
Let me see you, hear my call.
Lost in time you won’t stay.
In this light show me the way.
Sands of time show my brother to me.
Let me see Zeus, hear my plea.
Lost in time you won’t stay.
In this light, show me the way.”
A large orb of light suddenly appeared, and Hades saw a large, strong black bull
in a field. He was puzzled by this image and wondered why the sands of time
would show him a bull grazing in a field.

Hades called to have his chariot readied, and soon he was standing behind four
black horses, speeding towards the field that had been shown to him.
In a matter of minutes, he was facing the bull he saw in his vision.
The bull stamped and snorted at Hades, but Hades just laughed.
“Silly creature,” said Hades, “You are no match for me. Be gone before I turn
you into a hamburger! I have no time to waste on a smelly beast such as you.”
The bulls eyes grew wide and he began to charge towards Hades.

As the bull stampeded towards Hades, it morphed into Zeus. Zeus stopped when
he was nose to nose with Hades.
“Hades,” said Zeus firmly, “You must return the doves! The balance of the
universe is at stake!”
“Dear brother,” sneered Hades, “I don’t have any doves. I’m sure I don’t know
what you are talking about! You and Poseidon are always plotting against me.
You try and turn Mother against me by making up these stories because you
know she loves me most!”
“HA!” laughed Zeus. “You have been a thorn in everyone’s side since the day
you were born, especially Mother’s! If you don’t return the doves, Poseidon will
gather the most powerful army you have ever seen! You know how badly things
go for you when Poseidon and I work together.”

Hades realized that the conversation really wasn’t going well for him, and since
he was a bit of a scaredy cat, he quickly popped his helmet of invisibility onto his
head and disappeared from Zeus’ sight.
“You always were a wimp, Hades,” mocked Zeus as Hades’ chariot drove away.
In his rush to escape the confrontation, Hades didn’t even notice that he had
dropped his spell book.

Chapter 9
The Lost Spell Book

The terrible storm was over, and Scuba Jack and Paco decided to go and pick
some blueberries in a nearby meadow so that Scuba Jack could make his famous
blueberry pancakes.
They were moving from bush to bush, chatting with each other when Scuba Jack
spotted something that didn’t belong.

“Paco,” said Scuba Jack. “Look at that cool old book.”
Paco looked up from eating a wing full of berries. “Oh, sí. It looks very old.”
The book was bound in worn leather and was locked by a key that, luckily, was
sticking out of the keyhole. A red tassel hung from the key and swung in the
light breeze. The title of the book was Book of Spells.
The book brought up many questions. Whose book was it? Where did it come
from? What should they do with it? They quickly decided to show Falhurst.
Anyone who hung out with mermaids had to know something about magic and
spells.
But first, they were going to go home and have blueberry pancakes.

Chapter 10
The Mermaids Will Know What to Do

Before long, Scuba Jack had whipped up some of his world-famous blueberry
pancakes. He loved to cook, and his friends loved to eat, especially Paco. He
had four giant stacks of pancakes!

The four friends crowded around the spell book and ate their pancakes. As they
flipped through the pages, they saw spells of all kinds - even one to turn a frog
into a prince!
They knew the book was valuable, but who did it belong to?
Falhurst knew just what to do with it.
“Professor, is that tub of yours out there seaworthy?”
“Well yes, of course it is,” said Professor Galaxy, clearly offended.
“Good! Then let’s all get on board. We need to take this book to the mermaid
kingdom of Delmare. They’ll know what to do with it,” said Falhurst.

Chapter 11
Journey to the Mermaid Kingdom
of Delmare

The submarine was quickly filled with all the essentials for a long trip: smelly
fish, hot dogs and tasty pickles.
This was the journey of a lifetime! They were traveling to the home of the
mermaids. Yesterday Scuba Jack, Paco and Professor Galaxy thought mermaids
just existed in fairy tales, and now they were going to see their entire kingdom!
Professor Galaxy quickly performed all the necessary checks of his equipment to
make sure everything was in good working order. As he started up the
submarine, Falhurst tucked the spell book into his coat for safekeeping.
The submarine pulled away from the dock and quickly gained speed. They passed
through schools of fish and over mountains of coral.

As they descended deeper into the ocean, the air in the submarine became
cooler. It got darker the deeper they went until Professor Galaxy finally had
to turn on the outside lights. It was a darn good thing he did, too! The lights came
on just in time to show him that a giant whale shark was coming right at them! It
was as long as three school buses!
“Yikes!” squealed the professor. He quickly turned the wheel and steered safely
around the whale shark.
“Phew!”

Chapter 12
King Neptune, Ruler of The
Mermaid Kingdom

After hours of travel, everyone was getting hungry, so Scuba Jack whipped up
a quick snack of sardines and pickles. Paco was thrilled, but Falhurst decided
it was better to be hungry.
A short time later, Professor Galaxy caught sight of the most amazing white
gates he had ever seen.
“Guys,” said Professor Galaxy, “I think we’re here.”
Two mermen approached the submarine with their spears at the ready.
“We mean ye no harm, boys,” said Falhurst. “We came to see Ardith.”
Although they remained cautious, the mermen escorted the submarine through
the gates of Delmare.

The mermen led the voyagers straight into a tunnel that was cut in the side of
an under sea mountain. The tunnel climbed slowly upwards until the submarine
surfaced in an underwater cavern. Professor Galaxy could see a dock up ahead
and expertly parked the submarine.
The travelers piled out of the submarine and stood on solid ground. They inhaled
the fresh air. How could this be? They were miles under the surface of the ocean!
The mermen pointed at a long hallway with their spears.
“I guess they want us to go this way,” said Scuba Jack.
“Aye, that they do, Lad,” said Falhurst.
“Are they going to...gulp...eat us?” asked Paco.
“Paco, don’t be rediculous!” said Professor Galaxy, although he too was looking
around nervously.

The group walked cautiously down the long hallway. They could hear the sound
of running water. When they reached the end of the hallway, it opened up into
another cavern. There, sitting on a magnificent throne, was a merman wearing
a golden crown.
In the water, Ardith and Sahri were watching the hallway eagerly, each waiting
for their love.
“Hello my love,” said Ardith. “I’m so happy you have come! This is King
Neptune, ruler of the mermaids.”
The four friends bowed nervously to the king. It seemed like the right thing to do.
“What brings you here to Delmare?” asked Neptune.
Falhurst pulled out the spell book and held it up. “This here book is what brought
us, Your Majesty.”

“We think maybe it has something to do with the sea demons,” said Scuba Jack.
“Maybe it can help us get rid of them.”
“Yes, I am well aware of the demon problem on the surface. May I see the book
please?” asked Neptune.
Neptune quickly flipped through the book and his eyes grew wide. “Where did you
find this?”
“Well,” began Paco, “you see, Scuba Jack makes the most wonderful blueberry
pancakes...”
Sensing Neptune’s impatience, Scuba Jack interrupted Paco, who was beginning
to go off on a food-related tangent. “Paco and I found it in a field near our home.”
“Do you know whose book this is?” asked Neptune.
“Uh, no. That’s why we’re here. Do you?” said Falhurst.
“This book belongs to Hades, and he’s going to come looking for it. Once he
figures out you have it, you are going to be in trouble!”
“We read some of the spells out loud,” said Falhurst, “but nothing happened.”
“To make the book work, you need a magic wand,” said Neptune.
“So, where do we get one of those?” asked Professor Galaxy.
“You don’t just get one! You have to make one! You must go to a tree and ask
for a branch. Circle the tree three times, and if the tree decides to give you a
branch, you will have it after the third time around. Next, you must pour this bottle
of sacred water from Dodona on the branch. Only then will it become a magical
wand. I will keep the book here for you,” said Neptune. “Hades will not be able to
detect it here in Delmare. Go quickly to the surface and create your wand. As
soon as you are done, return here for the book.”

Chapter 13
Hades Visits Delmare and
Neptune Has His Book

Hades returned to the Underworld, but couldn’t shake the feeling that
something wasn’t right. He just couldn’t put his finger on it.
“Maybe that fight with my brother is what’s bothering me. I am going to tell
Mother how difficult he is to deal with, then I’ll cast a spell that will put a big
green wart on his nose! Let me see. Where is that spell book? I don’t see it
anywhere! I had it in the meadow when Zeus tricked me by pretending to be
a smelly bull. I must have dropped it! If the wrong person gets their hands on
the book, they could do terrible things! Mother is going to be so angry with me!”
“Sands of time yet to fall,
Let me see you, hear my call.
Lost in time you won’t stay.
In this light show me the way.
Sands of time show my book to me.
Let me see my spell book, hear my plea.
Lost in time you won’t stay.
In this light, show me the way.”

Hades saw a vision of King Neptune holding his spell book.
“Neptune? How the heck did he get my book? I must go to Delmare and find
out what he is up to!”
Hades raced to his chariot and jumped in. In minutes his horses were racing
across the water (Yes! They could run on water!).
He pulled them to a stop above the undersea location of Delmare. “Wait for me
here. I’ll be right back.”
Hades placed his helmet of invisibility on his head and jumped into the water.
He swaw quickly through the gates of Delmare and climbed out of the water
next to Professor Galaxy’s submarine. He snuck up the torch-lit hallway to the
open cavern where Neptune’s throne sat. He saw Neptune and the mermaids
chatting with three mortals and a pelican.
“Neptune will tell Poseidon that he has my book. I just know it! Then I’ll
never get it back!” Hades continued to listen to the conversation. “They
need a wand? I can use this to my advantage, but I am going to need the Spell
Casters to help me.”

Chapter 14
Spell Casters

Hades knew he needed some help in order to fight his brothers. Since the merpeople now had his spell book, he was going to have to recruit the only ones
powerful enough to beat his brothers. He needed the Spell Casters.
The Spell Casters really didn’t like anyone but their own kind. They lived deep
underground and helped maintain the balance of nature. Where there was war
they restored peace. Where there was hatred, they created love.
Oddly enough, they were an unruly bunch of dwarves that were unkempt,
unwashed and gassy. Hades really hated visiting them.
He got to the door and was greeted by a sign that said:
Beware. Do Not Enter. That means YOU! Are you kidding me?

Ignoring the warnings, Hades rang the bell. There was quiet elevator music
playing, and he began to hear whispering.
“Someone’s here.”
“Who is it?”
“I don’t know!”
“What should we do?”
“You should open the door!” yelled Hades, “I can hear you, you know!”
“Who’s there?” said a voice from behind the door.
“It’s Hades. Open the door!”
“Ew. It’s Hades.”
“I really don’t like him.”
“Me neither. He’s mean!”
“And I hate his hair!”
“I can still hear you!” yelled Hades, wondering what was wrong with his hair.

Hades finally began to hear locks turning and bolts sliding. By the time the door
swung open he had counted the sound of 30 locks unlatching.
Hades peered through the open door, and saw a crowd of Spell Casters looking
at him.
“Hello. I am Hades, Lord of the Underworld. Anyone leaving the world must
pass through my gates. I decide if they remain with me in the Underworld, or
move on.”
“Yeah, we know all about you,” said one of the Spell Casters.
“We like your brothers better,” said another.
“Yeah,” added a voice from the back of the group. “Poseidon sends us chocolates
every year.”
“And Zeus sends us cheese platters and fruit baskets! Plus his eyes are so
dreamy,” chimed another voice.
“Enough about them!” roared Hades. He really hated hearing how awesome
everyone thought his brothers were.
“See, I told you he was mean,” said one of the Spell Casters.

Chapter 15
The Spell Casters Have Demands:
They Want a Vacation

“I’m not mean. I’m really quite nice once you get to know me. I really need
your help. I...”
“Wait!” said the Spell Caster who seemed to be the leader of the pack. “We love
this part of a visit! Guessing why people came here is our favorite game!”
The Spell Casters stood in a tight circle and joined hands. They raised their
hands upward and a vision of Neptune holding the spell book appeared above
them.

“You came because you’re missing your book! Is that right? Did we guess the
reason?” said the group as a rumbling sound erupted and a terrible stink filled
the air.
“Why yes, that is right... OH! What is that horrible smell?”
“Oh sorry,” said the lead Spell Caster. “We just finished our lunch - burritos.”
“That is just disgusting! What is your name?” asked Hades, speaking to the
lead Spell Caster.
“Bob.”

“Isn’t that a little plain for a magnificent Spell Caster such as yourself?” asked
Hades.
“What am I gonna do? My mom loved the name,” said Bob.
“I see. Well I’m sure she’s lovely.”
“I have a picture!” beamed Bob as he pulled out a photo of a woman that looked
just like Bob only worse! She had a wart on her nose with hair growing out of it
and hair on her chin.

“She’s... uh... breathtaking. A fine woman,” stuttered Hades.
“I think she’s ugly,” commented one of the Spell Casters. Bob immediately
turned him into a slimy frog.

“Okay,” said Hades. “Moving on. I need your help.”
“What kind of help?” asked Bob.
“I need you to make me a powerful god until I get my Spell Book back.”
“Are you kidding me?” asked Bob.
“My mother, Rhea told me to ask you,” said Hades.
All of the Spell Casters sighed and whispered “Rhea.”

“Rhea is so beautiful and kind!” said Bob. “We will help you because we love
her so much. She sends us these amazing spa treatments every year. They
keep our hands so soft and even helped me get rid of a wart on my backside!”
“Okay, Bob. Too much information on that one. So you’ll help me?” asked Hades.
“On one condition,” said Bob.
Hades raised an eyebrow. “Condition?” he said. “What condition?”
“We want a vacation,” said Bob. “We haven’t been out of our cave in eons!”
“Sure, sure,” said Hades, “You can have a vacation.” He had no intention of
keeping his agreement, but the Spell Casters didn’t need to know that.

Chapter 16
Hades is Granted Magical Powers

The Spell Casters didn’t waste any time getting down to business. They were
going to need a powerful spell to grant Hades’ wish. Every Spell Caster in the
kingdom was going to have to participate.
Bob rolled up his sleeves and lit a candle. He tapped his wand on a giant stone
table where all of the spell casting had taken place since time began. Next, Bob
opened a large, ancient book. It crinkled and cracked as he opened it and turned
the pages. He flipped the pages one by one for what seemed like forever to
Hades. Suddenly he stopped and pulled out a pitch pipe. He played a C.
Immediately the Spell Casters began to hum an enchanting tune.
Hades was beginning to have some serious doubts about the Spell Casters and
their abilities. Humming? Really?
Bob cleared his throat and the Spell Casters raised their arms over their heads.
“Hades,” said Bob. “You must say the spell with me for it to work.”

Hades rolled his eyes, but began reciting the spell with Bob.
“In this night from which you have come
Grant me Power great as the Sun!
Help me to see within and without,
Power be mine, for there’s NO doubt!
Granted by those who watch with great love,
Hear my request, Angels above!
Zeus and Poseidon are powerful indeed!
Their strength and their powers are all that I need!
Increase my power, please hear my plea,
Multiply my strength, increase it by three!”
And just like that, the spell was done. But there was no flash, no bang, no
nothing. Then Bob jumped up on the stone table.
“Oh good!” thought Hades. “I knew there had to be more. I don’t feel stronger
at all.”
Bob swirled his hands in a circular motion and began chanting. “Pepperoni
pizza! Pepperoni pizza! Deliver it now!” All of the other Spell Casters repeated
the chant and suddenly hundreds of boxes of pizza appeared.

Hades was furious. Nothing had happened to him, but those smelly little
trolls got their pizzas.
“What a complete waste of time! I’m going to make sure everyone knows that
these guys are complete fakes! Just wait....”
Just then a sizzling bolt of electricity struck Hades and sent a jolt through his
entire body. He was tingling from head to toe and could feel himself getting
stronger and more powerful.
“It worked!” Hades shouted with glee. “Hey, thanks guys, I have to run. I hear
mother calling me.
“Really?” said Bob. “I don’t hear anything.”
“Well...” said Hades as he popped the Helmet of Invisibility on his head. He
needed to get out before the Spell Casters tried to cash in on that vacation he
had promised them.

Chapter 17
Dear Tree, Please Give Me A Branch!

Scuba Jack, Professor Galaxy, Paco and Falhurst made their way back to dry
land to make the wand they would need in order to use the spell book. They had
decided to leave the spell book in Delmare because it would be far safer with the
mermaids than it would in the hands of mere mortals.
They were searching for a tree that would be willing to give a piece of wood
to be used to make the wand. Honestly, how hard could that be?
The four crossed the meadow where the book had been found to the line of
surrounding trees. Scuba Jack stopped at the first tree he reached and began
the chant he had been taught by King Neptune.
He began walking around the tree three times while chanting:
“Dear tree, dear tree,
Could you spare some wood for me?
Your branches are so very fine,
If you give me one, magic will be mine.”
“No!” rumbled the tree. “You will have none of my branches!” With that, he
grabbed Scuba Jack by the ankle and held him upside down.
“Put me down!” yelled Scuba Jack.
“Okay,” grumbled the tree, and he dropped Scuba Jack right on his head.

Scuba Jack stood up and looked at the tree. “That was a little uncalled for,” he
said while rubbing his head. He took a deep breath and moved towards the next
tree.
He nervously began circling the tree and chanting again. When he finished,
the tree said “No! You won’t have branches from my tree! Go away and leave
me be!” and slapped Scuba Jack on the behind with one of its long branches.

“Good grief!” said Scuba Jack. “I had no idea how painful this was going to be!”
He walked to the next tree and began the chant again, circling the tree while
rubbing his behind.
When he finished the chant he closed his eyes tight and stiffened up, waiting for
the tree to yell “NO!” and punish him for having the nerve to ask for a piece of
wood. Instead, he heard the tree say, “Yes, I will give you a twig, nothing medium
or even big.

“Oh, thank you!” said Scuba Jack.
He caught a small twig in the air as it dropped from the top of the tree. He
reached out to Professor Galaxy for the vial that contained the holy water of
Dodona. Ever so carefully he poured the water on the twig, making sure to
soak the entire twig.
Suddenly the twig began to vibrate and glow. And just like that, Scuba Jack
had a magic wand!

Chapter 18
Hades Casts Some Spells

Filled with confidence, Hades returned to the Underworld to set his plans in
motion. He was greeted by Lucrezia, his faithful pelican.
“I’m invincible!” thought Hades. “What evil deeds should I do first?”
“You will never be as powerful as Zeus and Poseidon!” said a voice from a deep
dark corner of the room.
“Together their powers are far greater than yours!” said another voice. “Zeus
will come for us and the balance of nature will be restored!”
A third voice chimed in. “And when your mother hears what you have done...”
Hades walked to the corner of the room with a candle. He looked into a cell
at three old women: the Doves of Dodona!
“Pish posh. Who’s going to tell Mother?” mocked Hades. “You’re stuck here
with me for all eternity!”
“You silly fool. We will not be here for eternity.”

Hades was tired of listening to the old hags nag him. He raised his hands and
began to recite a spell:
“Listen o’ spirits from below,
Dark as night and black as coal!
As I breathe and as I walk,
Shut their lips, don’t let them talk!”
And with that, the lips of the Doves snapped shut and they could not open their
mouths to speak.
“Now, where was I?” said Hades.
“You were about to conjure something scary and wicked!” said Lucrezia.
“I think Medusa, some Harpies and a few Underworld pirates are a good start,
don’t you, Lucrezia?” asked Hades.
Lucrezia nodded enthusiastically.

Hades began his spell.
“Chima, chima, roota nee,
Listen to me o powerful sea.
Listen now and heed this command,
Beware all ye my powerful hand!
Medusa and Harpies come to me,
Pirates who’ve passed death’s gates to me,
Rise I say, from beneath the sea!”

Thunder crashed and lightning flashed. The ocean waves swelled and pirate ships
rose from the depths of the sea .
The terrible storm was going to prove to be one of the worst in history, and that
was just the beginning.

Chapter 19
Scuba Jack Is In Love

Now that he had the magical wand, Scuba Jack needed to travel back to Delmare
and retrieve Hades’ spell book. With the wand and the spell book together, Scuba
Jack would wield some powerful magic against Hades and his army.
Rather than take the time to travel to Delmare in Professor Galaxy’s submarine,
Scuba Jack had decided to use the Starlink 2000 to transport himself and Paco
right to Neptune’s throne room. The sea demons were multiplying by the hour
making sea travel very dangerous. The mermaids could barely handle them at
this point. They needed help ridding the sea of these evil creatures, and Scuba
Jack was just the man for the job.
Ardith and Sahri stopped by Scuba Jack’s house to check on his progress with
the wand. Scuba Jack proudly displayed the glowing wand to the two mermaids.
They warned him to be very careful. The wand was extremely powerful, and it
would take years of training to fully understand it and use it properly.

Scuba Jack couldn’t help staring at Sahri. After all, she was breathtaking. She
pulled herself up onto the dock and gave Scuba Jack a kiss for luck, causing
him to blush right down to his flippers.

Suddenly, a school of sea demons sped by, screaming their terrifying calls.
The two mermaids disappeared from sight immediately and followed the creatures.
Paco stared up at his friend. “Oh, you’ve got it bad!”
“What?” said Scuba Jack. “What have I got bad?”
“Amor, love!” said Paco. “She kissed you and you turned bright red and nearly
fainted. Sí, my friend, you are in love.”
“Don’t be silly, Paco. Sahri and I are just friends. Let’s go and get the Starlink
from Professor Galaxy,” said Scuba Jack. But, he couldn’t help touching his
cheek and staring at the spot where Sahri had slipped into the water and
disappeared. He smiled and sighed and then turned to walk down the dock.

Chapter 20
The Starlink Malfunctions!
Well, Maybe Not!

Scuba Jack and Paco returned to Professor Galaxy’s house to pick up the Starlink
2000. Professor Galaxy insisted on going with them because he wanted to gather
samples in Delmare.
“Are you ready, Professor?” asked Scuba Jack. “We need to get a move on!”
“Yes, I’m ready. If my calculations are correct, we should be transported right
to King Neptune’s throne room.”
“You hope,” mumbled Paco under his breath.
With a whizz and a pop the trio disappeared. When they opened their eyes, they
were most definitely not in Neptune’s throne room.
“Uh....where are we?” said Paco.
“I’m not sure. This door says Spell Casters. I wonder what that means?” said
Professor Galaxy.
“I don’t know what that means, but I do know what ‘Do Not Disturb’, ‘This Means
You’, and ‘Are You Kidding Me’ mean,” said Scuba Jack. “It means we should go.”
“Nonsense! It’s not like we’re salesmen or something annoying like that. Let’s
ring the bell!”
Just as the professor was reaching for the bell, he heard whispering behind the
door.
“Who is it?” said one voice.
“I don’t know. There’s a guy in a scuba suit, a guy in a lab coat and a pelican.
We get some weird visitors, but these guys take the cake!”
“Wait!” said another voice. “I think we’re expecting them. Let’s get Bob.”
“BOB!” they yelled.
Bob came down the hall and they whispered to him about the three visitors
standing outside the door. His eyes got wide and he clapped. “Let them in!” he
said.

The three friends were nervously looking around when they heard a series of
locks and bolts being unlatched and opened.
The door swung open and there stood a messy, smelly little dwarf.

“Hello, I’ve been expecting you,” said Bob. He spoke in a monotone voice, as
if he were in a trance. “My name is Bob, and I’m a Spell Caster. The other
Spell Casters and I are responsible for all the good in the world.”
“So, you’re like Santa?” said Paco.
“No, better,” said Bob. He looked at Scuba Jack. “You have a magic wand and
you are going to get Hades’ Spell Book. You love a beautiful mermaid named
Sahri. You will be married in one year’s time and will have a child that will be
half mermaid and half human.”
“Uh...” said Scuba Jack.
“Ha! I’m just messing with you! I don’t really talk like that. The other stuff is
right though. Just saying,” said Bob with a wink.

“Hades came to us yesterday and demanded that we give him incredible power.
We really don’t like him and were afraid of what he would do, so we granted his
wish. To undo that, we are going to help you with your wand and the spell book
so you can defeat him,” said Bob.
“How do you know about the wand and the spell book?” asked Scuba Jack.
“We had a nice chat with the tree and King Neptune at our annual summer
picnic. You guys were the talk of the party,” said Bob.
“Oh. Well, I don’t have the book yet. We were on our way to get it when we
ended up here.”
“When you have the book, bring it here and we will give you a crash course in using
it with the wand.” said Bob.
Just then, they heard a whinny and a snort from the hallway beside them. They
turned and saw.... a unicorn!
Professor Galaxy turned purple with excitement! “Is that a unicorn?” he
squeeked.
“Sure is!” said Bob. “That’s Frank.” Bob reached in his pocket and pulled out
a handful of grain that he offered to the unicorn.

“But, but, those are just in fairy tales!” stammered Professor Galaxy.
“My good man,” said Bob, “with magic, all things are possible.”
Just then, they heard someone yell “PIZZA!” and Bob shuffled them out the
door. “Gotta go,” said Bob. “See you soon.” And with that, he closed the door.
“Oh, I am so hungry and that pizza smells so good,” whined Paco.
“Not now, Paco,” said Scuba Jack. “We have more important things to do.
Professor, let’s go get that spell book!”
“Please can I push the button, Professor?” begged Paco. “Please, please,
pleeeeeeeeeeeeeze?”
“Alright, Paco, but be careful!”

Chapter 21
Scuba Jack Needs the Spell Casters’ Help

The next thing they knew, the trio were King Neptune’s throne room. The
mermaids all looked up in surprise but quickly recognized the visitors.
Scuba Jack stepped forward and bowed to Neptune. “Your Majesty, I have the
wand.”
“Excellent! Give me the wand, please,” said Neptune.
Professor Galaxy stepped forward. “Um, excuse me, but do you mind if I gather
some samples for my research?”
“Not at all. Take what you need,” said Neptune.
As Professor Galaxy gleefully skipped away to collect samples of who knows
what, Scuba Jack handed the wand to Neptune.
“I did just what you told me to do. Some of those trees are not very nice at all,
but I finally found a nice one that gave me a branch and I poured the water
from Dodona on it,” said Scuba Jack.

“This wand is very powerful, Scuba Jack,” said Neptune. “How do you intend
to learn how to use it?”
“Well, we just came from the Spell Casters,” answered Scuba Jack, “and Bob
said that if we bring the wand and the book back there, the Spell Casters will
show me how to use them. I get to learn magic!”
“Excellent! Bob is a good friend. We were just talking at the summer picnic,”
said Neptune. “You should eat before you go. The next few days are going to
be long and dangerous. You will need your strength.”
Neptune snapped his fingers and a huge table covered with raw seafood appeared.
Paco squealed with delight and ran for the table. “All my favorites!” he cried.
Scuba Jack was much less excited. He really hated raw seafood. “Yeah, looks...
uh.....great.”
Neptune noticed that Scuba Jack wasn’t eating. “Aren’t you hungry?” he asked.
“Here, try a sea snail.”
Scuba Jack took the snail and popped it into his mouth. “Don’t eat me!” he
heard the snail say from inside his mouth. Scuba Jack coughed and the snail
shot across the room.
“Blech, blech, blaaaaah,” said Scuba Jack as he wiped his tongue on his sleeve.

“Okay, so.... King Neptune, thanks for the awesome meal,” said Scuba Jack, “but
there is so much to do and we really should get going. Could I please have the
book?”
“What?” said Paco. Scuba Jack gave him the sign that meant shut your beak, so
Paco went back to stuffing his face.
Fortunately for Scuba Jack, Neptune didn’t notice he wasn’t eating. He handed
Scuba Jack the book and said, “Be careful.”
As soon as he had the book in his hand, he gathered up Professor Galaxy and
Paco and hit the button on the Starlink.

Chapter 22
On Your Mark, Get Set, Go!

Back at home, Scuba Jack stood at the window with Paco, Professor Galaxy
and Falhurst, watching the pirate ships sail around the harbor.
“This can’t be good, laddie,” said Falhurst.
“No, it can’t,” agreed Scuba Jack. “I think I should leave for the Spell Casters’
now. Is the Starlink ready, Professor?”
“It sure is. Here you go,” said Professor Galaxy as he handed over the Starlink.
“We’re counting on you to save the world, Scuba Jack.”
“No pressure though, right?” said Scuba Jack with a wink.
“How long will ye be gone, laddie?” asked Falhurst.
“As long as it takes to learn how to save the world,” answered Scuba Jack.
“You mean as long as it takes to save Sahri,” teased Paco.
“She is so pretty,” breathed Scuba Jack. “And I feel all happy when I see her.”
“Scuba Jack and Sahri sitting in a tree, k-i-s-s-i-n-g. First comes love, then
comes marriage, then Scuba Jack in a baby carriage!” sang Paco as he fell over
on his back laughing and holding his stomach.
“Okay. I’m going to go,” said Scuba Jack. “I don’t have time for this silliness.”
“I was just teasing you, ” said Paco. “I’m going to miss you! What if you don’t
come back? Can I have your house and that refrigerator full of delicious food?”
“Thanks for the vote of confidence, Paco,” muttered Scuba Jack.
“I’ll see you all soon,” said Scuba Jack as he squeezed his eyes shut and pushed
the Starlink Button.

Nothing happened. He pushed it again and again and still nothing happened.
He opened one eye and said, “Uh....Professor. I thought you said this thing was
ready!”
“Oh! Sorry, Scuba Jack. I forgot to change the battery!” said Professor Galaxy.
He pulled a battery from his pocket and swapped it with the battery that was
in the Starlink. “You should be set now, my friend.”
“Great! Here I go....!” Scuba Jack hit the button and disappeared from sight
with a loud POP!

Chapter 23
Scuba Jack Learns Magic

Scuba Jack quickly found himself at the Spell Casters’ door and rang the bell.
As usual, he was greeted by whispering voices from behind the door.
“Do you think it’s him?”
“I don’t know! What do you think?”
“Should we open the door?”
“Yes, it is me, and yes, you should open the door,” said Scuba Jack.
Once again, Scuba Jack heard the sound of thirty different locks clicking, sliding
and opening, until finally the door swung open.
Bob stepped forward to greet Scuba Jack. “Welcome back!” he said.
“Thanks,” answered Scuba Jack. “Could you tell me why on earth you guys
need all those locks?”
“Well, those crazy, cookie-selling little girls found us, and they just won’t leave us
alone! Always trying to sell us cookies. If we buy them, we eat them. All of them.
Then we end up being super hyper for days and can’t get any work done. It’s really
better this way,” explained Bob.
“I see,” said Scuba Jack with a chuckle.
“Okay, Scuba Jack, let’s get down to business. Do you have the book?” asked Bob.
Scuba Jack nodded and held up the book.
“Excellent! Let’s start simple. We’re going to make something appear. What
do you think, guys? What should we make appear?” Bob asked the other spell
casters.
“Pizza!”
“Salami and cheese subs with extra pickles!”
“Cotton candy!”

“Ooh!” said Bob. “Cotton candy sounds delicious! I could go for some of that
myself!”
“Mmmmm,” said Scuba Jack. “I love cotton candy!”
“Okay, here’s what you have to do. Tap your wand twice and really, really think
about cotton candy. Picture a big puff of pink cotton candy,” instructed Bob.
Scuba Jack tapped the wand twice and made a squinty face. A few seconds
later, a big puff of pink cotton candy appeared in Bob’s hand!
“Excellent! Now concentrate on fifty cotton candies.”
Scuba Jack tapped his wand twice and squinted even harder. This was fifty
cotton candies after all, not just one.
Suddenly every Spell Caster was holding his very own cotton candy. They
began eating as fast as they possibly could and were getting stickier by the
second. Soon they were stuck to each other, the furniture and even the walls.

“Gross,” said Bob. “Maybe cotton candy wasn’t such a great idea. Oh well.
Now you need to learn about changing the weather. It’s basically the same
thing. You concentrate really hard on what you want to have happen. How
about you make it snow in Hawaii?”
“I’ll give it a shot,” said Scuba Jack. Tap, tap, squinty face...... “How do I
know if it worked, Bob?” he asked.
Bob mumbled a few words, threw his hands over his head and suddenly above
him, there was an image of kids snow surfing and catching snow flakes on their
tongues.

“Cool! Should we put things back to normal?” asked Scuba Jack.
“Definitely! I can’t risk damaging the pineapple crop with frost! I have a bowl
of pineapple every morning!”
Quickly, Scuba Jack tapped his wand twice and concentrated on returning
Hawaii’s weather to its original state. The vision above Bob’s head changed
and Scuba Jack knew he was getting the hang of things.

“Moving on, said Bob. “How about making some fireworks appear? They
can be a great distraction.”
Tap, tap, squinty face... suddenly there was a big boom and light filled the
darkest corners. Red light, green light, white and blue. Fireworks were
exploding high above Scuba Jack’s head near the roof of the cavern.
The Spell Casters were ohhhing and ahhhing at every burst of color.

Bob clapped happily. “Excellent job, Scuba Jack! Let’s work on something a
little harder. Levitation.”
“You mean like lifting stuff up off the ground?” asked Scuba Jack.
“Exactly. Line up, guys,” said Bob.
At his command, six Spell Casters lined up against the wall. Above them, the
word spells was written on the wall. Each Spell Caster carefully placed himself
under one of the letters.
Scuba Jack noticed that one of the Spell Casters looked especially nervous.
“Is he okay, Bob?” asked Scuba Jack.

“He’s fine. That’s Irving. He’s a bit of a wimpy-whiny pants. He’s a really
nervous fella. I’m trying to help him come out of his shell by making him
participate in more activities.”
“If you think he’s okay. Should I just concentrate on lifting them up?”
“Yes,” answered Bob. “One at a time.”
“Here we go.” Tap, tap, squinty face.... up went the first Spell Caster to cover
the letter S.
Poor Irving was standing under the P, the second letter. That meant it was his
turn. “Wait, I have to peeeeeeeeeee!”
Scuba Jack just thought he was saying that he had the letter “P,” as in the letter
he was standing under, not that he actually had to pee. Tap, tap, squinty face.
Up went Irving.
“Come on! Get me down!” yelled Irving as his legs kicked in the air. The other
Spell Casters were laughing so hard they were ready to pee, too! One by one
they were lifted into the air.

“Hey, that was easy!” said Scuba Jack. He tapped his wand and pictured the
Spell Casters back on the ground. But he forgot to picture how they got there.
They came crashing to the floor with a big thud.
“Seriously?!?” grumped Irving. “You really need to work on the dismount,
Scuba Jack. Good grief!” and he walked away rubbing his backside.
“Ignore Irving. He’s a big baby,” said Bob. “Let’s try making some really big
stuff appear. How about the Statue of Liberty?”
Tap, tap, squinty face......nothing.
“The Lincoln Monument?”
Tap, tap, squinty face......still nothing.
“What about the Gateway Arch?”
Tap, tap, super squinty face.....and.........nothing.
“Maybe I need to stick with smaller stuff?” asked Scuba Jack.
“I don’t get it,” said Bob. “You’ve been doing an awesome job.”
Meanwhile, back at home, Paco looked out the window and his beak fell open.
The Statue of Liberty, Lincoln Monument and Gateway Arch were all bobbing
up and down in the harbor.

“Um, Professor?” said Paco. “Have you looked outside?”
“No, Paco! I’m working on my samples from Delmare. Please don’t interrupt
me!” snapped Professor Galaxy.
Paco looked back out the window and started to say something when he heard
Falhurst say, “Pass the tarter sauce, ye swab!”
The reminder that lunch was on the table was all the distraction Paco needed
to forget all about what he had just seen.
Meanwhile, back in the Spell Casters’ cave, Bob looked at Scuba Jack and said,
“Try lifting Betty.”
“Betty?” asked Scuba Jack, “Who’s Betty?”
“Our cow!” said Bob just as a cow walked up behind Scuba Jack and let out a
loud “MOOOOOOO!”
Scuba Jack jumped about a mile high! “What the heck!”
“I wouldn’t stand so close to her if I were you,” advised Bob. “She tends to...”
And before Bob could finish the sentence, Betty gave Scuba Jack a good, swift
kick.
“Now, now, Betty! Is that any way to treat our guest?” said Bob. “Now, let’s
see you lift her up.”
Tap, tap, squinty face... up went Betty. “Now make her spin,” said Bob.
Scuba Jack moved the wand in a circle and Betty began to spin, faster and
faster.
“Fantastic!” said Bob.

Scuba Jack was feeling silly, so he began to picture Betty dancing in the air.
She began to kick her legs like a Rockette!

Remembering how the Spell Casters had crashed to the floor, Scuba Jack tried
very hard to lower Betty to the floor gently, but he just hadn’t mastered that
skill yet. Betty fell to the floor with a thud. She looked at Scuba Jack and let
out an angry “Mooooooo” before walking away down the hall.
“Just for fun, how about I teach you a love spell?” said Bob.
“Sure!” answered Scuba Jack.
“Who would you like to see fall deeply in love?” asked Bob.
“My best friend, Paco, of course!” said Scuba Jack.
“Okay. All you have to do is concentrate on Paco falling in love,” instructed
Bob.
Scuba Jack concentrated with all his might. Tap, tap, squinty face....Paco fall
in love!

“How do I know if it worked, Bob?” asked Scuba Jack.
“It worked. Paco will fall in love with the first girl pelican he meets.”
“Awesome!” said Scuba Jack as he began flipping through the spell book. The
last page caught his eye. It said “Do Not Use This Spell Unless Totally Necessary!”
“Hey Bob? Who’s Typhon?” asked Scuba Jack.
“Typhon is the most powerful creature in the universe. Don’t call on him unless
you have no other choice! He can easily win any battle he enters.”

“I think we may need him before all of this is over. How do I call him,” asked
Scuba Jack.
“You just tap your wand twice, read the spell and concentrate on what you want
to have happen,” explained Bob.
“I think I’m ready,” said Scuba Jack.
“I agree. Besides, I gotta run,” said Bob. “Our limbo contest is about to get
started.”

“Gee. You guys sure have a lot of fun down here!” said Scuba Jack.
“That’s nothing! After the limbo contest we have a water-balloon toss and a
watermelon-eating contest!” said Bob excitedly as he got into the limbo line.

Scuba Jack watched for a few minutes and then hit the button on the Starlink.
He disappeared with a pop.

Chapter 24
Harpies

That afternoon, Scuba Jack was sitting on the dock, practicing with the wand
and the spell book.
He tapped the wand twice, made a squinty face and said “Rise!” as he pointed
the wand at the water. A gush of water rose up. Two more times he repeated
this, and two more times a gush of water rose up.
“Stop!” he said, and the water fell back to the ocean.
“Rise, rise, rise!” he said, and three towers of water rose up. On each tower
was a fish: Captain Nibbles, Lili and Zip.
“Hey guys! How are you?” said Scuba Jack.

“We’re scared, Scuba Jack. There are even more scary creatures now.”
Just then, four harpies zoomed down from the sky. One of them grabbed the
spell book, but Scuba Jack reacted quickly. Tap, tap, squinty face.... “Book!”

The book dropped from the harpy’s talons and landed on Zip’s back. Zip began
swimming as fast as he could here and there. He seemed to be moving at
lightning speed which was really irritating the harpies. He flicked his tail and
sent the book flying towards Scuba Jack. Just as he caught it, another harpy
flew down to try and grab it, but Lili squirted her with water.

Scuba Jack tapped the wand and made his squinty face and pointed the wand
at the harpy closest to him. “Be gone!” he said. And the harpy was gone. Three
more times he tapped and pointed. “Go away!” and “Scram” and “You’re toast!”
were the words that got rid of the harpies once and for all.
“You three go home,” said Scuba Jack to Lili, Zip and Captain Nibbles. “I want
you to be safe.”

Chapter 25
An Unlikely Encounter

Paco was sitting on the shore eating all of the food he had caught for himself
that day. Fish, clams, lobsters, eels. He slurped them all down with excitement.
He overheard a woman asking people where Scuba Jack lived. She had snakes
swirling around her head and they snapped at the people as she spoke to them.
Then he noticed that as they answered her, they turned to stone! The last man
she spoke to froze with his arm pointing right towards the dock where Scuba
Jack’s houseboat was tied.

Paco gulped down the last of his lunch and jumped in his boat to alert Professor
Galaxy of this new problem. The seas were very, very rough, and Paco was
quite seasick by the time he reached Professor Galaxy.
“Professor! Oh, I don’t feel so good,” Paco said holding his stomach. “We have a
problem!”
“Paco,” said Professor Galaxy. “Did you eat another lobster? You know they
don’t agree with you.”
“That’s not the problem. It’s not the only problem anyway. There’s a really nasty
woman heading for Scuba Jack’s house. She has snakes on her head and when
she looks at people they turn to stone!”
“Eee-gads! That sounds like Medusa! We have to warn Scuba Jack!”

Professor Galaxy ran to his phone and called Scuba Jack, who answered on the
first ring.
“Hey Professor, I was just about to call you. You won’t believe what just
happened here!”
“Scuba Jack!” shouted Professor Galaxy. “Medusa is coming for you. Whatever
you do, don’t look into her eyes or she’ll turn you to stone!”
“Medusa? Who the heck is Medusa?” As soon as he asked the question, he saw
an extremely angry looking woman with her head covered in hissing snakes
storming down the dock. Every time she took a step, the board behind her
exploded and water shot up from either side of the dock.
“Um. Never mind. I think I see her. Gotta run,” said Scuba Jack.
Medusa stopped in front of Scuba Jack. “Are you Scuba Jack?” she demanded.
“Do you have the book?”
Scuba Jack was frozen in terror, desperately trying to look anywhere but into
her eyes.

Scuba Jack took a deep breath as snakes snapped at his face. Tap, tap,
squinty face..... “Go back to Hades!”
And just like that, Medusa was gone, the ocean quieted and all was well. Or
so Scuba Jack thought.

Chapter 26
Vomit Sauce

“Uh, Professor.... have you noticed that we seem to have some new neighbors?”
asked Paco.
“Hmm?” mumbled Professor Galaxy as he studied the samples he had taken from
Delmare.
“Professor! The Lincoln Memorial, Statue of Liberty and Gateway Arch have
floated in. Oh and there are three evil looking pirate ships anchored out front!”

“Well gee, Paco! Why didn’t you tell me?”
“I just did, but as usual you were too busy with your samples to listen!”
The two continued to bicker and didn’t notice the boatload of undead pirates
quickly rowing towards the house. In fact, they didn’t notice until the band of
pirates came in the house and demanded the book!

“Where is the book?” moaned the pirate zombie. “Give me the book now!”
“Um, book?” asked Professor Galaxy., “I don’t know anything about a book. Do
you, Paco?”
“No hablo English.”

“Professor, I don’t feel so good,” groaned Paco.
“It’s nerves, Paco. I don’t feel so good either,” answered Professor Galaxy.
Paco’s stomach began making strange sounds. “I don’t think it’s nerves,” he
said as a loud rumble and squishy sound came from his stomach.
The pirates began walking towards the two friends. They were sure this was
the end when suddenly, Paco erupted like a volcano. With a loud belch he began
spraying the pirates with a stream of stinky-smelling fish and shells that could
only be described as vomit sauce. Slippery, slimy vomit sauce.

“Good grief, Paco! That was great timing, but how much did you eat?” As
Professor Galaxy said this, the stink hit his nasal cavity and he clamped his hand
quickly over his mouth and nose. He grabbed the Starlink off the counter and
ran out of the house with Paco close behind him.
The pirates tried to chase them, but they just kept slipping and sliding in the
mess. They were suffering a fate far worse than an eternity in the Underworld.
They were stuck in icky, sticky, ooey, gooey, SMELLY vomit sauce.

Chapter 27
Best Day Ever!

Not wanting to take any chances on the pirates catching them, Paco and
Professor Galaxy used the Starlink to get to Scuba Jack’s house.
They found Scuba Jack sitting on the remains of his dock, practicing spells.
“Hey, Scuba Jack,” said Professor Galaxy. “Are you okay?”
“Oh, yeah,” said Scuba Jack. “I mean I got attacked by a crazy lady with snakes
for hair so... piece of cake! How do you think I am?”
“If it makes you feel any better, we were attacked by undead pirates,” said
Professor Galaxy.
“Sí, I threw up on them so we could get away,” Paco said with a proud burp.
“That’s great, Paco,” said Scuba Jack. “Look at this mess! I’m so tired of this!
I don’t want this book or the wand! I just want things back to normal! One
of you can have them!”
Paco’s eyes lit up thinking about all the things he could do with the book and
wand. Imagine all the food he could conjure up every day! No more fishing!
As he was reaching for the book and the wand, Sahri appeared beside the
dock. She looked at the mess and up at Scuba Jack. “Are you okay?” she said
in a worried voice.
Scuba Jack sat down on the dock next to her. “I am for now, but what about
the next time?”
“I know you’re scared,” said Sahri, taking his hand, “but we need your help.
You’re the only one that can save us all. You have all the power you need here
to beat Hades, my love. The Spell Casters taught you well.”
“Hey, wait. Did you just call me your love?” said Scuba Jack.

“I must go,” said Sahri quickly. But before she sunk into the water, she pulled
herself up and gave Scuba Jack a kiss right on the lips!

As she swam away, Scuba Jack touched his lips and yelled, “Best day EVER!
Woo-hoooooooooo!”

“Uh, Scuba Jack,” said Paco, inching towards the book and wand. “I’ll take the
magic stuff and learn how to use it so you don’t have to.”
“Don’t be silly, Paco! Didn’t you hear Sahri? The mermaids need me. SHE
needs me!”

Chapter 28
Scuba Jack Needs a Plan

Falhurst arrived at Scuba Jack’s houseboat and saw all the damage and destruction.
“What in the salty sea happened here?” he said.
“Medusa happened,” answered Scuba Jack.
“That nasty lass with the snakes on her head?” asked Falhurst.
“That’s the one,” replied Scuba Jack.
“Oh, a right feisty she-beast that one is.”
“Yeah, tell me about it.”

“Oh, that reminds me,” said Paco. “She turned a whole bunch of people down
on Main Street to stone. You should probably head over there and see if you
can fix them with the book and wand.”
“And don’t forget the landmarks floating in front of my house. They should go
back where they belong too,” added Professor Galaxy.
“Laddie,” said Falhurst, “it seems to me what you need is a plan. Ye can’t keep
sitting here waiting for the next beasty Hades sends up here to collect his book
for him. He’s a cowardly sort and won’t come here himself. You’re going to
have to go to the Underworld and face him. To get there, you need to be
escorted by the Ferryman, Charon.”

Falhurst scratched his beard. “The hard part is that you have to do it all in one
hour, or you will be trapped in the Underworld for all eternity.”
“Oh good,” said Scuba Jack sarcastically. “I was afraid it was something bad.”
Scuba Jack thought for a minute and took a deep breath. “Fine, I’ll do it. How
do I find Charon and get this party started?”
“The mermaids will know,” said Falhurst. “I am to meet my Ardith here tonight
at 8 o’clock. I will ask her then.”
“I’ll be here too. I need to hear the answer, and I really want to see Sahri before
I go.”
“Kiss, kiss, kiss,” teased Paco.

Chapter 29
Journey to the Underworld

The sun was setting over Majestic Harbor as the unlikely friends sat waiting for
their mermaids.
“I never asked for this,” said Scuba Jack.
“Asked for what?” answered Falhurst.
“This power! It’s such a huge responsibility and really scary! Why me?” asked
Scuba Jack.
“Why not you?”
“But what if I fail?” worried Scuba Jack.
“Ye won’t fail, lad. Ye can’t.”
Just then a soft voice said “Hello, my love.” Falhurst looked down at Ardith’s
face and smiled.
“Good evening, my darling,” he said lovingly.
“Hello, Scuba Jack,” said Sahri.

Scuba Jack took a very deep breath before he spoke. “Hi, Sahri. I need to go to
the Underworld and speak with Hades. I think it’s the only way to end all of
this. Falhurst said you would know where to find the ferryman, Charon, to
escort me to the Underworld.”
“Do you know what you are asking?” cried Sahri.
“Yes, but I will be fast. I’ll speak with Hades, get the Doves and come home.”
“This is crazy!” yelled Sahri. “If you get caught, you’ll be stuck there forever!”
“I won’t get caught! I’ll have the Starlink 2000 with me and will zap the Doves
and myself back home. Piece of cake! Please help me, Sahri!”
“I will bring you to the entrance,” she promised, “but I can’t go in with you.
And you can’t bring the wand and book with you either. Hades with detect its
magic. I will return for you in the morning. Until then, sleep well, my love.”

Chapter 30
Charon, Ferryman to the
Underworld

The bright sun rose in the East. Scuba Jack really didn’t sleep because he was
thinking about his journey to the Underworld. Would he ever return to his
houseboat? Would he ever get to tell Sahri he loved her?
He took a deep breath, climbed out of bed and said, “Let’s do this.”
He found Falhurst waiting for him outside with three large steaks. “These are
for Cerberus,” he said. “He’s a three headed dog that guards the gates to the
Underworld. As soon as he’s distracted and starts eating, quickly get past him
and find Hades and the Doves. You must be do this quickly!”
Sahri swam up to the dock. Scuba Jack and Falhurst jumped into a small boat
to follow her.
“Are you ready, my love?” she asked with concern.
“I’m ready,” said Scuba Jack.
For the next hour they traveled by sea to the entrance of a cave on a distant
island.

“You must pretend you are dead. We will place a coin on your lips as payment
to Charon for escorting you to the gates of the Underworld.”
“Quickly, lad, quickly.” said Falhurst.
“Hey, Sahri?” asked Scuba Jack.
“Yes?”
“Could we have dinner together when I get back?”
“I would love that! Come back safely to me!”
Scuba Jack leaned over the boat rail and gave her a quick kiss. He lay down in
the boat, put the coin on his lips and closed his eyes.
“Do ye have the Starlink and a watch, lad?” asked Falhurst.
Scuba Jack gave a thumbs up sign.
“We’ll be waiting right here, Laddie,” said Falhurst .
Sahri began to make circles in the water with her finger. The circles grew
bigger and bigger. She began to speak.
“By the power of air, earth and water
Dear Charon, thee who watches the borders,
Come gather this corpse,
I am the daughter of King Neptune,
Hear my plea!
Escort this poor dead soul to the gates of the Underworld.
So let it be!”

Charon’s boat appeared in the opening of the cave. His boat was long and flat
and he used a long pole to push it along. Charon wore a long dark cloak that
covered all of him from head to toe, including his face. He took the coin from
Scuba Jack’s lips and moved him onto his boat. The boat quickly disappeared
back into the cave through a thick fog.

Once inside the cave, Charon covered Scuba Jack’s body with a blanket and
began the journey to the gates of the Underworld. Ten minutes passed and the
boat finally stopped. Charon banged his stick on a large door two times. The
door creaked open and the boat glided through the opening. It stopped seconds
later at a dock and Charon jumped out and tied the boat to the dock. He moved
to an empty boat also tied to the dock and went back out through the door to
collect the next soul.
Scuba Jack heard footsteps coming towards the boat. He knew it was his time
of judgment. Those who were bad in life were sent to live in darkness. Those
who were good in life went to Elysian Field.
The three judges walked up to the boat and looked down with confused looks
on their faces.
“Who is that?” asked Rhadamanthus.
“He’s all pink,” said Minos. “We never get pink ones.”
“We weren’t expecting this one,” said Aeacus. “Charon has made a mistake.”

Scuba Jack jumped up. “He sure did, because I’m not dead!” and he ran past
the judges and up some stone stairs in search of the Doves of Dodona.
“Hello? Doves? Where are you? Yooooo-hooooooo!” he called as he ran.
He didn’t stop running until a deep growl stopped him. It must be Cerberus, he
thought to himself He turned around, and sure enough, a three headed dog was
staring at him. Just as the dog was about to lunge at him, he remembered the
steaks and pulled them out of his shirt. He threw one to each head. Cerberus was
instantly caught up in eating his treat and forgot all about Scuba Jack.

“Where are you, Doves?”
Just then a woman’s voice rose from the darkness. “We’re over here!”
But nothing is never that easy, and just as Scuba Jack turned towards the voice
he ran right into Hades.
“How dare you enter my kingdom!” he raged. “Now you will spend all of eternity
with me!”
“I’m here to take the Doves of Dodona back where they belong.”
“What doves? Those are just my latest visitors ,” said Hades.

Scuba Jack looked at his watch. He was running out of time. This wasn’t going
to be as easy as he thought.
“You look familiar to me,” said Hades.
“Believe me, we’ve never met. I know who you are, though, and I know you have
the Doves. I am helping the mermaids rid the sea of your demons. I have also
taken care of the four harpies and Medusa.”
“Ah, so you are Scuba Jack. You are a fool. You’re not a God. You have no
chance of defeating me,” scoffed Hades.
“I may not be a god,” admitted Scuba Jack, “but I do have your spell book and
a magic wand!” With that, he pulled out the Starlink and hit the button. Pop!
He was gone.
Scuba Jack appeared in the boat with Falhurst not a moment too soon. He had
just 7 seconds left before he would have been trapped forever.
“There he is! That’s a clever lad! Ye gave us a fright, boy!”
Sahri hugged Scuba Jack. “I’m so glad you’re back.”
“I just saw Hades and he is really, really mad. And he knows that I have his book.
We’re definitely going to need help. I think we should go back and talk with your
father.”
Scuba Jack and Falhurst used the Starlink to return to Neptune’s throne room.
Sahri arrived only moments after them through the canal.
“Hello, Your Majesty,” said Scuba Jack. “I’ve just come from the Underworld.
Hades does have the Doves of Dodona.”
“I was afraid of that,” said Neptune. “I have called all of the mermaids from
the four corners of the world to help us. They will all have arrived by tomorrow
evening. We will finish this battle once and for all. You must be careful.
Hades will be looking for you and the spell book.”

“I will. What should I do now?” asked Scuba Jack.
“Go home and prepare your friends. The mermaids will contact you tomorrow.”
Falhurst and Scuba Jack bowed to Neptune and said goodbye to Ardith and
Sahri. Then Scuba Jack pushed the button on the Starlink and they were
transported back to Scuba Jack’s dock.

Chapter 31
Sirens! Beautiful But Dangerous!

Scuba Jack fell asleep on his dock looking up at the stars. The loud cry of a
seagull woke him suddenly. He sat up and looked out at the water. He was
horrified to see that the sea demons had multiplied overnight. There were
thousands of black fins swimming around in Majestic Harbor. He also noticed a
newer, even scarier creature out there. It was covered with armored plates.

“Hello,” said a voice beside him.
Scuba Jack looked down to see three beautiful mermaids. They looked very
different from Sahri and Ardith, but were still beautiful in their own way.
Maybe they were mermaids from a different part of the world.
Just then one of the mermaids began to sing the most beautiful song Scuba Jack
had ever heard. He was quickly hypnotized by her voice and the song she was
singing. He stared into her eyes and moved to the edge of the dock to be closer
to her.
Sahri swam up and saw what was happening. “Darling, look at me,” she said.
But Scuba Jack didn’t look. She tapped him on the leg. Nothing. She grabbed
him by the shirt and said “Look at me! It’s Sahri!” and she kissed him!

That snapped Scuba Jack out of his trance quickly. “Oh, hi honey! What’s
new?” he asked, still in a daze.
“Dearest, these are not mermaids. They are sirens and they were trying to lure
you to your death. You must be careful!” advised Sahri.
Scuba Jack pulled out his wand. Tap, tap, squinty face... “Sirens be gone!”
“Well that was a close one!” joked Scuba Jack.
Just then an amazing sea creature surfaced. It had the face of a sea horse, the
body of a land horse and a tail and fins colored like the feathers of a peacock.
“Wow,” said Scuba Jack with wonder.
“This is a hippocampus,” said Sahri. “He’s going to help us. I’m so worried
that the other mermaids won’t arrive in time. There are more sea demons
every time I look!”

With the help of the hippocampus, Scuba Jack and Sahri reached Professor
Galaxy’s house in record time.
“I gotta get me one of these!” said Scuba Jack.
He looked up to see Professor Galaxy staring at the hippocampus with his mouth
hanging open. The poor guy’s brain was on complete overload. Everything he
thought was a fairytale was turning out to be real.

Chapter 32
Let the Battle Begin!

As the group began to plan, one lightning bolt after another shot down from
the sky and hit the water. Ten bolts hit the water in all, leaving behind ten
chariots pulled by white horses. The teams of horses were being driven by
Titans. The chariots and horses were just sitting there, on top of the water!
The horses and the drivers were ready for battle and were awaiting the signal.

Across the water, the undead pirates were loading their cannons with flaming
torches and heavy cannonballs.
Suddenly an enormous red bird flew down from the clouds. It was gigantic!
“A phoenix!” breathed Sahri. “I’ve never seen one!” she said as it landed on
Professor Galaxy’s roof.

“What’s happening?” asked Professor Galaxy.
“I think it’s about to begin,” answered Falhurst.
And with that, the command was given. “FIRE!” And cannonballs were flying
through the air at the chariots. The Titans raised their bows and fired arrows
at the pirate ships.
With a screech, the phoenix launched itself into the battle grabbing pirates off
the ships with its huge talons. A cannonball struck it in the chest and it burst
into flames, but from the ashes, a new phoenix formed. This happened again
and again.
“The mermaids are here!” cried Sahri as hundreds of hippocampi broke the
surface of the water, each carrying two mermaids. One mermaid held the
reins while the other carried a weapon for the battle. The hippocampi could
swim spirals underwater, but could also jump 20-30 feet out of the water
allowing for a surprise attack on the enemy.

Poseidon sent all of the creatures of the sea to help the mermaids hold their
position. From jellyfish to whales, they all did what they could to help.
Everywhere you looked mythological creatures were battling one another;
just days ago, no one believed truly existed. Hydra, the seven headed serpent
emerged from the depths of the sea. Scuba Jack was struck with amazement.
He took out his spell book and turned to the spell entitled, “Typhon.”
Tap, Tap squinty face..... “Appear Typhon!” Suddenly Hydra was locked in
battle with Typhon, the viper with the ferocious head.

Typhon pulled Hydra underwater over and over, but Hydra resurfaced every
time. The mermaids began using their spear guns to try and tie Hydra down.

Pegasus was pulling Titans and mermaids from the water and returning them
to chariots and hippocampi.

Hades sent Taraxippi to help his cause. These ghost creatures filled horses with
fear and caused them to run. They were no match for the Titans’ battle-trained
horses, though.
Suddenly the ground began to shake and the ocean began to bubble. Slowly
something gigantic could be seen rising to the surface of the water. As it
crested the surface and water rolled off, it was clear that the lost city of
Atlantis had risen in Majestic Harbor.

Scuba Jack looked around him and noticed Sahri surrounded by sea demons.
They began racing towards her and one hit her and knocked her under the
water. Scuba Jack ran across the backs of every creature in his path to get to
her. He pulled her from the water and laid her on the shore, making sure to
keep her tail in the water.
“Sahri, wake up!” he cried. “Sahri! I love you! Please wake up!”
Tap, Tap, squinty face... “Open your eyes!” Nothing.
Tap, tap, squinty face... “OPEN YOUR EYES!” Still Nothing.
Tap, tap, squinty face... “By the power of Zeus, Poseidon and King Neptune I
say OPEN YOUR EYES!” And Sahri’s eyes flew open and she began to cough.

Chapter 33
Paco Brings the Doves to Majestic Harbor

A bolt of lightning hit Atlantis with a loud CRACK! Poseidon walked from
Atlantis across the water and through the battle. “Stop this NOW!” he roared.
The ground and ocean trembled. “Be gone, sea demons!” The sea demons began
to evaporate hundreds at a time. The mermaids had succeeded in tying up
Hydra. They quickly pulled the creature down into the depths of the ocean.

Paco was looking for a better hiding place when he stumbled upon the Starlink
laying on the beach. Anyplace would be safer than here. Plus he would get a
chance to push the big red button with no one to tell him no!
So..... he pushed the button, and POP! he was transported.
He looked around him and realized he was standing in the Underworld next to
the three Doves of Dodona.
“Who are you?” said one of the doves.
“I am Paco, and I’m here to rescue you! The battle is over!”

The three Doves and Paco stood in a circle and held hands. The Doves began
to chant.
“Hear now the words of the Doves
The secrets we hid in the night.
The oldest of gods are invoked here.
The great work of magic is sought.
In this night and in this hour
We call upon the ancient powers.
Bring all your power to we sisters three,
We need the power, hear our plea!”
As soon as they were done, the Doves began to feel the tingle of magic return
to their fingertips as their powers were restored.
Paco transported himself and the Doves to Professor Galaxy’s house.

Chapter 34
Hades is Sent Back to the Underworld

Everyone was standing on the beach next to Professor Galaxy’s house when
Paco and the Doves appeared.
“Thank you for saving us,” said the Doves.
“It was nothing,” answered Paco, blushing.
A lightning bolt shot from the sky and landed on the beach next to Scuba
Jack. In the flash Zeus appeared.
Scuba Jack shaded his eyes. “Too bright?” asked Zeus.
“Just a smidge,” answered Scuba Jack.
Zeus walked over to Poseidon and gave him a hug. “Good to see you, Brother.”
“Yes,” said Poseidon. “It’s been far too long. Our brother has been very busy.”
“Where is he, anyway?” Zeus asked.
“I’m right here, Brothers,” said Hades. Standing there with him were the eight
remaining undead pirates.

“Ohhhh, Professor, I’m really not feeling very well. The Starlink made me
woozie,” whined Paco.
“I told you not to eat all those sardines, hot dogs and pickles for breakfast!”
Paco’s stomach rumbled and he turned green. His beak opened really wide.
The pirates were trying to run away because they new what was coming next.
Unfortunately, they were really, really slow because they were decomposing.
Then it happened. They were bowled over by a greasy stream of sardine flavored
vomit sauce.

“Hades!” roared Zeus. “Look at what you’ve done! Have you no mercy? How
could you wreak such havoc on the earth?”
“Mercy? I spend my life stuck in eternal darkness! Don’t talk to me about
mercy!” whined Hades.

“Behavior like this is what got you stuck in the Underworld in the first place!”
“You really are a naughty boy. Always have been,” said the Doves. “Just wait
until your mother hears about this!”
“Oh boo hoo!” cried Hades. “All you three did was whine and yap the whole time
I had you in the Underworld. I am so glad to see you go! Maybe I can finally
get rid of this headache I have from your incessant chatter.”
Zeus looked at Poseidon. “Are you ready, Brother?”
“Yes!” said Poseidon as he raised his Triton.
Zeus raised his lightning bolt and crossed it with the triton creating a whirlpool
in the water in front of them.

Hades looked at the whirlpool in horror.
“May I have the honor?” asked Scuba Jack.
“By all means,” said Zeus.
Tap, tap, squinty face... “Hades return to the Underworld where you belong!”
Hades was plunged into the whirlpool and began to spin down into the funnel.
“He has always been a pain in the butt,” said Zeus.
“Yeah, he can forget a Christmas card this year,” said Poseidon.
From the whirlpool, Hades’ voice could be heard saying “I can hear you, you
know!”

Chapter 35
A Mermaid’s Wish is Granted

Scuba Jack and Sahri were sitting in the water holding hands. Neptune
walked over to them.
“Scuba Jack. Thank you for saving my daughter,” he said.
“King Neptune,” said Scuba Jack. “I love Sahri, and I would like to marry her
with your permission.”
“Scuba Jack. You seem to be forgetting one major barrier,” said Neptune,
pointing at Sahri’s tail.
Poseidon stepped forward. “Allow me,” he said as he touched Sahri’s tail. He
looked at her and seemed to ask a question without words. She nodded and
smiled.
“Magic spirits of the deep,
Take her tail and give her feet.
She loves this human.
By the powers Zeus and Poseidon,
Make her mortal.”
Zap! Sahri’s tail was replaced by two long legs that ended in feet! She was a
little wobbly on them at first, but with Scuba Jack’s help, quickly got the hang
of walking.

Chapter 36
The Spell Casters Get a Long
Overdue Vacation

Scuba Jack and Falhurst were sitting on the dock fishing.
“There’s one more thing I need to do,” said Scuba Jack.
“Oh? And what might that be, lad?” asked Falhurst.
“I need to give the Spell Casters the vacation that Hades promised them,” he
said. “We couldn’t have done any of this without them.”
Scuba Jack transported himself to the Spell Casters’ cave with the help of the
Starlink and knocked on the door.
“Who do you think it is?” whispered a voice behind the door.
“I don’t know! We weren’t expecting anyone,” whispered another voice.
“Guys, it’s me, Scuba Jack!”
“Oh! Why didn’t you say so?” and all of the latches and bolts began to unlock.
“Hey, Scuba Jack,” said Bob. “What’s going on?”
“Well, I came to tell you that I made you all a reservation at that resort in
Brazil you like so much. You were promised a vacation, and you more than
earned it!”
All of the Spell Casters began to cheer. “Woooooo-hoooooooooo!”

Suddenly they were all wearing Hawaiian shirts and sunglasses. And in the next
second, they were all gone.
On his way out, Scuba Jack noticed a new sign on the door. It said, “Back in 2
weeks”

Chapter 37
What Shall We Name Her?

One Year Later
“Sahri, how much stuff are you bringing? We’re filled to the gills here!”
“This is the last chest, my love,” said Sahri. She opened the chest to show
Scuba Jack that it was filled with jewels. Diamonds, emeralds, sapphires, rubies
and pearls spilled over the sides.

“Where did you get all that!”
“Oh, it was on an old sunken pirate ship I found,” said Sahri.
Scuba Jack walked over and picked up a tiny baby from a bassinet.

“We need to give this little one a name, Sahri,” said Scuba Jack. “I think we
should name her Jewel since she is as pretty as a jewel.”

A vase full of daisies sat on a table next to the bassinet. A goldfish was
swimming in a bowl beside the daisies.

“Well, I think she is as pretty as a daisy!” said Sahri.
“ So let’s call her Jewel Daisy!” said Scuba Jack.
“I love it!” agreed Sahri.
Suddenly Jewel Daisy reached into the goldfish bowl and grabbed the goldfish.
She tossed it in the air, caught it in her mouth, swished it around a bit and then
swallowed it. Then she laughed like a dolphin chattering.
Scuba Jack looked at Sahri and raised his eyebrow.

“Ah, honey? She’s doing it again,” said Scuba Jack. “She’s eating the family
pets! And, uh.... why does she sound like a dolphin when she laughs? Do you
have any relatives that are dolphins?”
“Don’t be silly!” giggled Sahri.
Scuba Jack sat Jewel down on the dock. She leaned over the side and peered
into the water. She noticed two mermen with long wooly hair below the
surface. Knowing that they had been seen, they swam away quickly.
A short distance from shore, they came to the surface of the water.
One merman spoke to the other. “It’s true! Poseidon’s granddaughter is half
mermaid and half human! Humans knowing about our kind puts us all in
great danger! The Dragon Kings will not be happy about this at all.”

This book is part of The Adventures of Scuba Jack learning program.

To learn more about The Adventures of Scuba Jack and the complete line of
learning materials for preschoolers please visit us at:

www.adventuresofscubajack.com

