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IT'SA WHALE...IT'SA SHARK...
IT'SA WHALE SHARK !

Whale sharks are the Iargest sharks in the world. They live in warm waters all
over the world, often swummmg gusf below the surface. They have large, flat-
tened heads, but small eyes about the size of 9oI+‘ balls, and barbels (w |ch are
like whiskers) around thelr nostrils.

Whale sharks are beautiful creatures that have pale yellow spofs and strlpes on
their bluish skin. They have been around for 60 million years and can live for up
to 100 years.

The whale shark is not only the largest shark, it is the Iarges’r fish in the ocean
and the largest backboned animal that isn’t a mammal. On average, adult whale
sharks are 30 feet (9.1 meters) Iong roughly the size of a school bus, and welgh
20,000 pounds (9072 kllograms) as heavy as two elephants!

The largest whale shark on record, 'rhou h, was 41.5 feet (12.6 meters) Iong and
wel hed 56,000 zounds (25401 kilo ams) Now you know how it gof its name.
Ilere s a shark that can grow up to the size of a whale. In fact, it is even Iarger
than a lot of whales.







